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purpose of undermining the democrat-
ically elected national assembly. 

I commend the 20 nations. Thank you 
to the 20 nations that stood up to the 
Venezuelan tyrant; especially I want to 
single out Barbados, the Bahamas, St. 
Lucia, Jamaica, Guyana, and Belize. 

To our allies in the Caribbean who 
voted with the people of Venezuela and 
not with the regime, I say: Thank you. 

And to those who voted against the 
people of Venezuela and with the re-
gime, my message to you is: Wake up. 

The Maduro regime is a sinking ship 
and, as that economy continues to im-
plode, it will take some of the Carib-
bean nations along with it. 

It is in the best interest of the Carib-
bean nations to work with the United 
States, with Canada, with Mexico, and 
other regional allies to put an end to 
the abusive tactics of the Maduro re-
gime once and for all. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, coun-
tries like Nicaragua, whose leader Or-
tega is a kindred spirit of Maduro, 
spoke out to oppose the meeting and 
criticized the OAS for what it called in-
terference in Venezuelans’ domestic 
issues. 

Ortega condemned the OAS for tak-
ing its rightful action to apply the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter for 
Venezuela, yet Ortega wants us to be-
lieve that he is in favor of negotiating 
in good faith with the OAS to improve 
the electoral, the political, and the 
human rights situation in Nicaragua. 
What a farce. 

Ortega has been doing Maduro’s bid-
ding at the OAS since day one, and we 
see right through him. Ortega has il-
lustrated time and time again that he 
is not interested in any reforms, nor is 
he interested in restoring any demo-
cratic values back to the people of 
Nicaragua. 

But Ortega was not the only one who 
abandoned the people of Venezuela. No. 
El Salvador is another nation that has 
not once voted alongside the U.S. on 
issues related to Venezuela, even 
though we continue to provide funds 
for the Central American Alliance for 
Prosperity plan. They like our money. 
They just don’t want to look at things 
our way at all. 

Last week, I signed onto a letter led 
by my dear friend ALBIO SIRES from 
New Jersey. He wrote this letter to the 
Department of the Treasury, urging it 
to designate the El Salvadorian For-
eign Deputy Minister Jose Luis Merino 
as a foreign narcotics kingpin for his 
ties to illicit activities to drug traf-
ficking, to money laundering, for the 
FARC—the FARC that is a U.S.-des-
ignated foreign terrorist organization. 

It is pathetic that the Venezuelan re-
gime continues to use certain countries 
at the OAS as its puppets to shield 
itself from regional criticism. 

In the last 2 months, Mr. Speaker, 
more than 70 people have been killed 
by Maduro’s regime in Venezuela. Hun-
dreds have been arrested. Hundreds 
have been injured by the violence, in-
cluding a 17-year-old protester who was 

shot in pointblank range by pro- 
Maduro police thugs. 

It is unacceptable for us to stand idly 
by as this cruelty continues to happen. 
It is a disgrace that the region could 
not come together in a united front to 
call out the Maduro regime for the vio-
lent thugs that they are, a disgrace to 
our democratic principles and values, 
and a disgrace to the Inter-American 
Democratic Charter for which the OAS 
stands. 

The deteriorating situation in Ven-
ezuela is an important matter for the 
region, for our own interests, Mr. 
Speaker. Our message must be to those 
countries that continue to vote against 
the people of Venezuela: Stop being 
cowards. Be courageous. Stand up to 
those corrupt bullies in Venezuela. Do 
it for the people of Venezuela. How 
many more have to give their lives in 
Venezuela for you to wake up? And if 
you don’t stop to reassess your support 
for the thug Maduro, and your willing-
ness to turn a blind eye toward the suf-
fering of the Venezuelan people, per-
haps America will start to reassess its 
relationship with you. 

f 

AMERICAN GROWN FLOWER 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CARBAJAL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, today 
I proudly introduce bipartisan legisla-
tion to recognize July as American 
Grown Flower Month. I have seen first-
hand the value of the grown flower in-
dustry playing an important role in 
our economy and community during 
my visits with our Central Coast grow-
ers in my district. 

California produces three-quarters of 
all cut flowers grown here in the 
United States. This generates thou-
sands of jobs across our State and 
drives a staggering $1.13 billion in the 
economic activity each year. 

Whether it is celebrating Mother’s 
Day, a birthday, or a graduation, flow-
ers have been used to mark special oc-
casions dating back thousands of years. 

I am committed to recognizing this 
industry’s remarkable contribution to 
our country by designating July as 
American Grown Flower Month. We of-
ficially celebrate the incomparable 
beauty flowers bring to our homes and 
to our celebrations year round. 

I also want to urge the White House 
to consider having American flowers in 
the White House for all occasions. 

f 

65TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
LEVITTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the 65th 
anniversary of my hometown, Levit-
town, Pennsylvania. 

On June 23, 1952, the first 20 families 
moved into Levittown, which is one of 
the first planned communities built in 
the U.S. With its partially framed 
housing, immature landscaping, and 
muddy streets, Levittown, in 1952, is a 
frontier outside of the city of Philadel-
phia. 

Levittown’s first official family, the 
Doughertys, moved into their home on 
Stonybrook Drive and embraced the 
American Dream of homeownership. 
And as Mrs. Dougherty told reporters 
in Levittown, she described Levittown 
as country living with city conven-
iences. 

Between 1952 and 1958, Levitt & Sons 
built 17,311 single-family houses with 
lawns. 
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There were six models a family could 
choose from: the Levittowner, the 
Rancher, the Jubilee, the Pennsylva-
nian, the Colonial, and the Country 
Clubber. Levitt & Sons pushed the 
boundaries of housing construction by 
perfecting the homebuilding assembly 
line. 

Levittown remains a special place in 
Bucks County. Originally designed as a 
completed community, Levittown grew 
into the model middle class commu-
nity. In fact, it became a popular place 
for hundreds of returning World War II 
veterans who wanted to start families 
of their own. Now Levittown is home 
to over 50,000 residents with schools, 
churches, parks, and businesses that 
foster a sense of community for fami-
lies to live and work. 

Residents of Levittown have worked 
in our steel mills, built our infrastruc-
ture, and served in our military—all 
while raising their children. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call 
Levittown my hometown, and I am 
grateful to represent this close-knit 
and hardworking community. Con-
gratulations to all who have called 
Levittown home for the last 65 years. 

Happy birthday, Levittown. 
RECOGNIZING NETWORK OF VICTIM ASSISTANCE 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to recognize the Network of Vic-
tim Assistance, NOVA, in Bucks Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania. 

NOVA seeks to support, counsel, and 
empower victims of sexual assault and 
abuse in our region through advocacy 
and community education. By utilizing 
individual and group counseling, vic-
tims of sexual assault and abuse can 
regain control of their lives, and 
through education programs, children 
and communities learn to be advocates 
for victims of abuse, as well as preven-
tion and personal safety. 

Additionally, NOVA Bucks County 
maintains a 24-hour hotline to be able 
to support all sexual assault victims to 
get the assistance that they need, as 
well as assistance in court and safety 
programs for those with disabilities. I 
was pleased to tour their facility ear-
lier this year. I am thankful for the 
work of Penny Ettinger, Kathy Ben-
nett, Steve Doerner, Keith Kirkner, 
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Mandy Mundy, Bill Hoblin, and so 
many of the NOVA staff and volunteers 
serving Bucks County, including gen-
erous volunteers such as Tina Green-
wood. 

Through its programs and projects, 
NOVA empowers victims of sexual as-
sault and abuse, providing them with 
the resources and security they need to 
live in spaces free from violence. I am 
proud to stand with them in their mis-
sion to stand with victims in the fight 
to end sexual assault. 

f 

SENATE HEALTHCARE REPEAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, this 
week we expect that our colleagues in 
the Senate will vote on the latest 
version of TrumpCare. Recently, I 
voted against a very similar bill be-
cause it will be a disaster for Orego-
nians and Americans. Under the Senate 
bill, millions of people—up to 22 mil-
lion people—will lose coverage. 

Mr. Speaker, many of my constitu-
ents are rightly worried. One of those 
is Kalpana. Kalpana is caring for loved 
ones with cancer. As she put it re-
cently, she is sandwiched by cancer. 
She manages intravenous chemo treat-
ments for her 7-year-old son who is 
fighting leukemia. Presently, he is 
winning that fight. Her father has been 
through countless therapies in his dec-
ade-long battle with prostate cancer, 
which has now spread to his lymph 
nodes. 

Kalpana is amazing—our own local 
wonder woman. Fortunately, she can 
devote time and attention to her fam-
ily’s care without having to choose be-
tween paying for healthcare and paying 
for rent, food, and other basic neces-
sities—for now. But after the House 
vote on TrumpCare, she said this: I feel 
like someone had punched me in the 
gut. 

Before the Affordable Care Act, fami-
lies lived in fear that a cancer diag-
nosis or a heart attack would leave 
them in economic ruin and make them 
ineligible for insurance in the future. 

Early in my career, I worked at 
Legal Aid. I did financial counseling 
with clients who were struggling— 
often because they got sick with no in-
surance or because they had insurance 
that didn’t cover them when they need-
ed it. 

We can’t go back to the days when 
medical debt drove too many families 
into bankruptcy and financial ruin. Or-
egonians and Americans need the sta-
bility of knowing they will have afford-
able healthcare coverage when they get 
sick or when they are injured. 

With the Affordable Care Act, fami-
lies across the country have had that 
peace of mind and security that comes 
with having affordable health cov-
erage. All of that is in jeopardy this 
week. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the United 
States of America. Healthcare can and 

should be available for all, not just the 
healthy and the wealthy. I urge my 
colleagues in the Senate to reject 
TrumpCare, and let’s all get back to 
the table and talk about how we can 
improve—not take away—access to af-
fordable healthcare for our constitu-
ents. 

f 

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, June is Immigrant Heritage Month, 
and as the son of parents who fled Cas-
tro’s Cuba, like so many other resi-
dents of south Florida, I am especially 
proud of my district’s rich immigrant 
history and culture. From small-busi-
ness owners to law enforcement, hun-
dreds of thousands of immigrants and 
their descendants across south Florida 
are contributing to our economy, cul-
ture, and local communities as living 
examples of American success. 

I know from firsthand experience the 
great and generous spirit of the Amer-
ican people and the unimaginable op-
portunities our Nation provides to all 
who are willing to work for them. 

Despite the longstanding tradition of 
welcoming immigrants to our shores, 
our Nation continues to have vigorous 
debate about immigration policy. Un-
fortunately, Mr. Speaker, the current 
debate has left thousands of immigrant 
children, who were brought to this 
country by their parents, in constant 
fear of deportation to countries of ori-
gin many of them don’t even remem-
ber. 

They have attended school with our 
own children, graduated high school, 
sometimes even serving in the mili-
tary, and today are seeking to con-
tribute to American society and help 
grow our economy. 

Mr. Speaker, the President, the 
former President, and Members of Con-
gress in both Chambers and from both 
parties agree that these young people, 
commonly referred to as DREAMers, 
should be treated with compassion. 

I too agree, which is why I intro-
duced legislation that would give these 
young people the certainty that they 
deserve. The Recognizing America’s 
Children Act creates three pathways to 
legal status for them: academic, mili-
tary service, or employment. All quali-
fied applicants would be thoroughly 
vetted, and any individual who has 
been involved in serious criminal con-
duct will be disqualified. 

Mr. Speaker, immigration reform 
means strengthening security at our 
border and modernizing our visa pro-
gram to keep Americans safe, but it 
also means offering immigrants who 
love our country just as much as we do 
the opportunity to fully participate in 
the American experience. It is my hope 
that this Immigrant Heritage Month 
will lead us to act in this regard. 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SEMIPOSTAL 
STAMP ACT 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, neurological and psychiatric dis-
orders have exacted a tremendous toll 
on our society. Despite the great sci-
entific strides being made daily in neu-
roscience research, the underlying 
causes of conditions like Alzheimer’s 
disease, Parkinson’s disease, autism, 
epilepsy, schizophrenia, depression, and 
traumatic brain injury remain un-
solved. For true breakthroughs to 
occur, researchers require additional 
data to better treat these conditions. 

To address this, the previous admin-
istration announced the Brain Re-
search through Advancing Innovative 
Neurotechnologies Initiative in 2013. 
Known as the BRAIN Initiative, this 
collaborative public-private research 
will advance our understanding of how 
the brain functions as researchers work 
to map the brain and study how indi-
vidual cells interact in both time and 
space. 

The data generated from this re-
search will help scientists fill in the 
gaps in our current understanding and 
provide unprecedented opportunities 
for exploring how the brain enables us 
to record, process, utilize, store, and 
retrieve vast quantities of information. 
This information will also provide re-
searchers with a better understanding 
of mental illness and posttraumatic 
stress disorder in hopes of better treat-
ing these diseases and reducing the 
number of suicides each year. 

I was pleased that the 21st Century 
Cures Act, which I supported here in 
the House and was signed into law, au-
thorized $1.51 billion for this important 
research. 

Mr. Speaker, to help accelerate this 
project and raise public attention to 
this initiative, today I introduced the 
Mental Health Awareness Semipostal 
Stamp Act with Representative GRACE 
NAPOLITANO to raise awareness for this 
important cause. This would come at 
no cost to taxpayers. 

Revenues generated from the sale of 
a specialized postage stamp would be 
directed to the National Institute of 
Mental Health to further this ambi-
tious program that has the potential to 
revolutionize neurological and psy-
chiatric care all around the world. 

f 

PHILANDO CASTILE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mourn the death of my former con-
stituent, Philando Castile, whose 
shocking and completely unnecessary 
death has now been seen by millions 
around the world via video. 

I mourn not only his death but also 
the complete failure of local law en-
forcement and the criminal justice sys-
tem to protect his most precious right, 
the right to life. 

Philando, like so many other young 
African Americans before him, 
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